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NEWBURYPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE BUSINESS MEETING 
Senior/Community Center, Newburyport, MA 01950 

Monday, December 18, 2023 
 
 
Present: Mayor Sean Reardon, Sarah Hall, Juliet Walker, Steve Cole, Brian Callahan, 

Breanna Higgins and Bruce Menin (virtual). 
 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Sean Reardon called the School Committee Business meeting of the Newburyport School 
Committee to order at 6:30 PM. Roll call found all members present.  All those present stood for the 
Pledge of Allegiance. At this point in the meeting, Sarah Hall took over. 
 
Roll Call: 
Mayor Reardon present 
Sarah Hall  present 
Bruce Menin  present - virtually 
Brian Callahan present 
Juliet Walker  present 
Breanna Higgins present 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Lauren Eramo, 49 Kent Street:  As a parent and teacher, she thanked Bruce Menin and Steve Cole 
for their years of service and doing what is best for the students and teachers. 
 
Donna Holaday, 6 Parsons Street: It was a pleasure working with Bruce Menin and Steve Cole 
through the years. She thanked them for all their work and is grateful for their support of the kids and 
staff, their institutional history and longevity. 
 
 
STUDENT RECOGNITION 
Lucia Perrucci, grade 7, was recognized for her commitment to coursework, leading by examples, 
always having a positive attitude towards her peers and looking out for others. 
 
Rudy Reardon, Luna Mutzabjia, Audrey Roebuck, and Gabby Smith (grade 8) were recognized for 
their exceptional leadership skills throughout the year on Student Council, as well as consistently 
being great role models and maintaining a high standard of academic excellence. 
 
 
SPECIAL RECOGNTIONS – BRUCE MENIN & STEVE COLE 
A special recognition was held for outgoing school committee members, Bruce Menin (22 years) and 
Steve Cole (20 years).  Mayor Reardon thanked both men for their years of service, noting both men 
were in the Top 10 for longest tenure on the Newburyport School Committee. The School Committee 
members thanked each of the men for their contributions, leadership, hard work and commitment 
through the years. 
 
On behalf of Senator Bruce Tarr, official MA Senate Citations were presented by Kristen MacDonald 
to both Bruce Menin and Steve Cole in recognition of their dedicated & committed years of service. 
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On behalf of Representative Dawn Shand, official citations from the MA House of Representatives 
were presented by Mayor Sean Reardon to Bruce Menin and Steve Cole in recognition of their years 
of service. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Warrants 
Motion: 
On a motion by Steve Cole and seconded by Brian Callahan it was  
 VOTED: to approve, receive and forward to the City Auditor for payment the  
   following Warrant: 
   Warrant 8107   $514,990.15 

A-Warrant   $  13,338.37 
 $528,328.52 Total 

Motion Passed 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Mayor Reardon yes 
Sarah Hall  yes 
Bruce Menin  yes - virtually 
Brian Callahan yes 
Juliet Walker  yes 
Breanna Higgins yes 
 
 
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT  NHS student, Theo Roberts, provided the student 
report that included many holiday activities and community service projects completed throughout 
the district, as well as an update regarding the On The Spot Admissions event at the high school and 
student led conferences at the Nock. (attached) 
 
 
STUDENT ACTIVITY ACCOUNT REQUEST 
Superintendent Sean Gallagher explained the Red Cross Club is a new club at the high 
school, and they are requesting a student activity account. 
 
Motion: 
On a motion by Breanna Higgins and seconded by Steve Cole it was  

VOTED: to approve a student activities account as requested, subject to the 
procedures outlined in policy JJF – Student Activity Accounts. 

 
Roll Call Vote: 
Mayor Reardon yes 
Sarah Hall  yes 
Bruce Menin  yes - virtually 
Brian Callahan yes 
Juliet Walker  yes 
Breanna Higgins yes 
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HIRING PROCESS UPDATE – DIRECTOR OF PUPIL SERVICES POSITION 
• Pam Kealey, Director of Human Resources, provided an update regarding the next steps for 

upcoming meetings on December 19 and January 8 (tentative date). Future meetings will 
involve reviewing and choosing applicants, as well as developing interview questions. 

• Screening Committee members will include Andi Egmont (NYS Director/Community Partner), 
Kristen Farrell (SEPAC Member/Parent Nock-Molin/Nbpt Commission on Disabilities/ASL), 
Bruce Menin (School Committee/Community Member), Michael Nazarro (District BCBA), 
Jamie Calisi (NHS Adjustment Counselor), Sherry Denby (Reading Teacher Nock/Molin), 
Jillian Grille (District Physical Therapist), Renee Toth (SEPAC member/NHS 
Parent/Educational Advocate), Breanna McCarthy (Bresnahan Parent/Corporate Experience 
Building Teams), Melanie Beaulier (SEPAC Member/Parent Nock-Molin), Nick Markos 
(Principal Nock Middle School), Deb O’Connor (Interim Director of Pupil Service) 

• Juliet Walker and Breanna Higgins questioned Bruce Menin representing the School 
Committee as he was leaving. Sarah Hall explained that a new person will be invited to 
participate in January. 

• Juliet Walker would like a list of screening committee members and their roles. 
 
 
PROPOSED WHITTIER BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE 

• Mayor Sean Reardon provided an update regarding the recently held MSBA meeting.  They 
voted 5-0 to move the Whittier project to the build process.  Now Whittier has 120 days to 
hold a vote within the 11 sending communities.  He also noted MSBA mentioned the Whittier 
project proposal was the third vocational project in a row where member communities stated 
they were not informed of the building project. 

• Many towns sent letters to slow down and/or pause the project / vote, and many people 
voiced concerns via public comments.  The Whittier School Committee voted 11-3 in favor of 
holding a special vote in the 11 sending communities on January 23 from 11AM-7PM. 

• Bruce Menin asked what would happen if the vote fails.  Mayor Reardon said the project 
would not move forward and hears that Whittier will then go for renovations.  

• Juliet Walker finds the lack of communications discouraging. 
• Several members suggested Whittier SC Reps should begin to attend Newburyport SC 

meetings periodically. 
 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 

Finance Subcommittee 
• Brian Callahan stated their recent meeting centered around the Whittier Building Project, as 

well as recognition for Steve Cole as this was his final meeting. 
 
Policy Subcommittee 

• Juliet Walker stated all policies up to Chapter “L” have been reviewed.  The MASC 
representative (Dorothy Presser) provided her recommendations prior to retiring at the end of 
December.  Chapters A thru D were recently updated and are available on the website in a 
PDF format.  They are exploring using MASC to host our policies in a searchable database. 
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Fundraising Advisory Committee 
• Brian Callahan stated the committee recently met with John Ricci, Treasurer of the PTO to 

learn about their fundraising activities and disbursements. Conversation topics included field 
trip busing and teacher “wish lists”.  

• Brian Callahan suggested any standard office supply should be a “budget” item and not 
obtained via parents/PTO (i.e. via a wish list).  

• The next meeting will be held on January 22 to interview the Athletic Department. 
 
 
CISL Subcommittee: 

• Breanna Higgins reported that CISL held their first meeting in October. The meeting 
consisted of new member introductions, a recap of the School Committee summer retreat, 
and an overview of the Early Literacy Screening Process. 

• Juliet Walker stated that each school presented their School Improvement Plan (SIP) at the 
November meeting (presentation details in the packet). 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Motion: 
On a motion by Sarah Hall and seconded by Steve Cole it was 

VOTED: to adjourn the Business meeting of the Newburyport School 
Committee at 7:50 PM. 

Motion Passed  
 

Roll Call Vote: 
Mayor Reardon yes 
Sarah Hall  yes 
Bruce Menin  yes - virtually 
Brian Callahan yes 
Juliet Walker  yes 
Breanna Higgins yes 
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